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Holding the wellingtons in his 
hand, a child was paddling in one of 
the Wimbledon Common ponds when 
he suddenly tripped and vanished 
under the water. 

A young man dashed in, rescued 
the boy and restored him to the 
parents nearby. “Thank you very 
much,” said the father. ‘‘ But didn’t 
you get his gumboots?” 

As I read these words it struck me 
that the father was very typical of 
many people. He gave an appearance 
of gratitude, but quickly rubbed this 
out by the additional question con- 
cerning the boy’s boots. In this he 
betrayed a lack of responsibility. To 
him, it was a case of the rescuer find- 
ing the boots. His own position was 
that of one who demands service. 

Every person is responsible to 
others in one or more ways, no matter 
what his age may be. Younger child- 
ren frequently expect things from 
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their parents. They want new cloth- 
ing or shoes, sometimes before the old 
ones are no longer usable. These 
children also have a_ responsibility 
towards their parents, namely, to use 
these gifts properly, and to give 
parents the honour and obedience 
which is their due. They are not to 
evade this responsibility just because 
Mum and Dad are not looking. 
Similarly, teenagers make demands 
of parents and superiors. They want 
pocket money. They insist on proper 
facilities at school. In return, they 
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owe parents and superiors respeciit 
honour. They are not to look } 
scorn and ridicule upon those 1 
mature and experienced, and thi 
them as old-fashioned and behing 
times when they ask teenagers t@ 
the facilities provided for them 
responsible manner. 


GENERAL APPROACH 
But one can go a bit further 4 
and observe a lack of responsibil | 
many instances. In one conversé 
the question was asked : “ Wher 
they going to make the streets i) 
more tidy?” And just before thi, 
person who asked the question— 
dropped his empty cigarette pz 
on the pavement! On another © 
sion someone suggested: “ 
ought to increase pensions for the 
people.” He was concerned espe 
about his own mother, but it 
never dawned on him nee witlh 
the blessings God showered upon: 
daily, he could personally help 
mother financially. 


“THEY ” ATTITUDE 

It all boils down to an © 
emphasis on “they.” It is aly 
someone else who is to do a spe 
task. “ They” may refer) sto 
teachers in school, the local cou. 
the government, or even to @ 
nations. All too often the indivi» 
fails to consider his or her owr 
sponsibility in the matter us 
discussion. 


CHURCH NOT IMMUNE 
Unfortunately, this attitude 
shows up in the church’s work. 
latch on a door needs attention, 
before long the question is a: 
“When are they going to mend 
A member of the church is not | 
at worship for a number of we 
and then someone will insist tha 
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t to be visited. All well and 
jf, and perhaps these comments 
n order. But all too often it is 
(ir to make suggestions that others 
re work, rather than for the indi- 
al to take his or her own share of 
joa Onsibility. 


ISHNESS 
1 the case of the boy’s boots, the 
selfish he 


emer indicated how 
bi ally was. The individual who 
v@uently implies that “they” 


ought to do this and that likewise 
calls attention to his own selfish atti- 
tude, for in almost every instance he 
is concerned about his own interests 
and wishes to be served, without con- 
sidering his own responsibility to 
serve others. 

For the Christian, St. Paul’s words 
are very much to the point. “Each 
of us must consider his neighbour and 
think what is for his good and will 
build up the common life.” (Romans 
15's 2 NEB:) 


‘517, Luther’s 95 Theses started some- 
‘lig. Today, 450 years later, he still has 
iol something to say. 


y dear Vice-chancellor: Since my 
(lBcious lord desires to know how far one 
D ald yield to the king of England in 
cles of faith, I am of the opinion that 
may make no concessions beyond those 
ch we have already granted. To be 
i>, I am satisfied to have people put and 
ress the matter in different words so 
t we do not despise the good sense of 
ers. But there is no believing and teach- 

any differently so far as the other 
icles and matters of the greatest 
ment are concerned. And it would be 
ij ndalous if we were not willing to yield 
emperor and pope what we under these 
“}cumstances would now concede the 
Mig. It is true, of course, that one should 
lve patience if all doctrines cannot sud- 
nly be set aright in England—something 
tat did not happen among us either. 
svertheless, the chief articles of faith 
ast neither be changed nor forsaken. 
‘remonies are matters of time, and 
asible rulers may certainly adjust them 
the course of time. Therefore at this 
ne one need not quarrel or worry about 
fem ; one should wait with them until 
e proper foundation has been laid.” 
They tell us that one is not to quarrel 
violently over one article and disrupt 
hhristian love because of it. Nor should 
e consign one another to the devil 
2cause of it. But, they say, one might well 
‘eld and surrender a bit and keep up 
vaternal and Christian unity and fellow- 
ip with those who err in an unimportant 
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point—as long as one agrees with them 
otherwise. No, my good man, for me none 
of that peace and unity one gains by the 
loss of God’s Word! For in that case 
eternal life and everything else would 
already be lost. In this matter we dare 
not budge or concede anything to please 
you or any man ; but all things must yield 
to the Word, be they friendly or hostile. 
For the Word is given not in order to 
achieve external or secular unity and 
peace, but life eternal. Word and doctrine 
are to create unity or fellowship. Where 
they are one and the same, the rest will 
naturally follow.” 


“This is the persecution within Christen- 
dom which was foretold to us throughout 
Scripture and which has been going on 
since the beginning of the world. Moses 
experienced it with his people. Jacob, 
Isaac, and Abraham experienced it with 
their families. And though Adam had only 
two sons, one of them had to start a sect. 
It seems to me that we have experienced 
enough of this ourselves. There were so 
many who originally supported us and 
joined the cause of the Gospel against the 
Pope that it might have seemed for a 
while that we were going to have the 
whole world on our side. Just when every- 
thing seemed to be in full swing, our own 
people went ahead to cause us more 
anguish than all the princes, kings, and 
emperors could have done. What shall we 
do about it? They do great harm to us. 
In addition, they strengthen the case of 
our enemies, who can now cry out-against 
us : ‘ There you can see what their teach- 
ing is, because they are not even unified 
among themselves. The Holy Spirit cannot 
be with them, because they themselves per- 
secute, attack and slander one another.’ ” 
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“JT Believe in the Holy Ghost.” 


The Spirit of Truth 


by the Rev. R. E. Winger of Coventry 


Several years ago Prof. Lorenz 
Wunderlich wrote a book on the 
Holy Spirit and entitled it “ The 
Half-Known God.” It is undoubtedly 
true, as the title implies, that the 
person and work of the Third Person 
of the Holy Trinity receives less atten- 
tion than that of the Father and the 
Son in the average Christian pulpit, 
and just as little in private study, 
meditation and devotion. There does 
seem to be a valid reason to call Him 
“The Half-Known God.” 

Yet, if we take our Bible seriously, 
we will have to confess that such a 
situation is deplorable for two 
reasons. Firstly, the Holy Spirit is 
equal God with the Father and the 
Son, and is therefore worthy of equal 
honour and glory. The Nicene Creed 
says that He “with the Father and 
the Son together is worshipped and 
glorified.” And secondly, far from 
being unimportant in the life of the 
Christian, it is only by the power of 
the Holy Spirit that one can know 
anything at all about God or serve 
Him. 

In an article of this nature we can 
only briefly’ summarise what the 
Scriptures teach about the Holy 
Ghost. We content ourselves with a 
few comments on who He is and 
what He does in the life of the 
believer. 


WHO IS HE? 

Perhaps to twentieth-century man 
the Holy Ghost seems to be fantasy 
taken from the same pages of fiction 
as those elusive creatures said to be 


FOUR 


found behind tombstones at night 
a country churchyard, or occasi 
ally in some haunted house. But 
Holy Ghost is not fiction. He is fa 
More than that, He is God! St. Pe 
had no doubt about that when } 
said to Ananias, “‘ Why hath Sat}, 
filled thine heart to lie to the Hi 
Ghost? . . . Thou hast not lied ur} 
men, but unto God.” (Acts 5: 3, 
St. Paul was equally sure, “ Know # 
not that ye are the temple of God a 
that the Spirit of God dwelleth 
you?” (1 Cor. 3: 16.) | 
Only God can perform divi} 
works, and the Bible ascribes div! 
works to the Holy Spirit. Thus He 
described as the Creator: “ And t 
Spirit of God moved upon the face }} 
the waters.” (Gen. 1: 2.) He is 
Giver of life: “The Spirit of Gs 
hath made me, and the breath of 
Almighty hath given me life.” ( 
33: 4.) The miraculous birth 


Holy Spirit (Luke 1 ; 35), and Hee 
the dispenser of spiritual gifts to ti] 
church (1 Cor. 12 : 4-11). 


A PERSON 


power or influence exerted by Gof 
But the Bible presents it quite diffe: 
ently. The Holy Spirit is a persorif 
the third person of the Holy Trinit) 
The Augsburg Confession defines tlh}j 
term “person” as “not a part «ff 
quality in another, but that whic 

subsists in itself.” In the Great Cora: 
mission Jesus commands the discip]) 
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ptize “ in the name of the Father 
of the Son and of the Holy 
st,’ and thus makes the Holy 
it a person in the same sense that 
Father and the Son are persons. 
‘thermore, in speaking of the work 
Pie Third Person, the New Testa- 
“Ht uses terms and ascribes actions 
are applicable only to persons 
not to things or “ powers or influ- 
es.’ The Holy Spirit can be 
ved (Eph. 4: 30), intercedes for 
evers (Rom. 8 : 26), speaks to men 
ts 10:19; 8: 28-29), and so 
th. 


BIRTH 


)>o vital is the work of the Holy 


- by the Holy Ghost.” (1 Cor. 12: 
Just as a child becomes a member 
a human family through its birth 
m human parents, so in order to 
some a member of God’s spiritual 
nily, a spiritual re-birth is neces- 
y. Jesus said to Nicodemus, “ Ye 
ist be born again” (John 3: 7), 
d “except a man be born of water 
d of the Spirit, he cannot enter the 
ngdom of God.” (John 3: 5.) This 
‘birth is often called conversion or 
eneration. 


LIGHTENS 


Another function of the Holy Spirit 
to teach men the truths of the 
ospel. Jesus said that the Comforter 
shall teach you all things and bring 
1 things to your remembrance, 
hatsoever I have said unto you.” 
ohn 14:26.) Again, “He shall 
aide you into all truth.” (John 16: 
3). Thus He enlightens those who 
innot understand the things of God, 
hich to the natural man, and not 
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least to the man of today, are “ fool- 
ishness.” (1 Cor. 2: 14.) The Holy 
Spirit is the Teacher par excellence. 


GROWTH 


When a child is born it begins 
almost immediately to grow physic- 
ally and acquires the skills which are 
necessary for living. So when a person 
is born anew in Christ, he will grow 
in his spiritual life and acquire the 
specifically spiritual skills that are 
part of his new life. His faith is to 
grow stronger, his love is to deepen, 
and his obedience to God must im- 
prove. Such growth is again possible 
only through the working of the Holy 
Spirit, acting through the Word and 
Sacraments. It 1s the Holy Spirit who 
“ sanctifies ” the believer. 


All these things which the Holy 
Spirit does are not mere fringe bene- 
fits, but are basic essentials to the 
Christian faith. Without the Holy 
Spirit there would be no Christians. 
Without Him, no one could have the 
forgiveness which Christ offers in the 
Gospel. Dr. Martin Luther explains 
it this way in the Catechism: “I 
believe that I cannot by my own 
reason or strength believe in Jesus 
Christ, my Lord, or come to Him ; 
but the Holy Ghost has called me by 
the Gospel, enlightened me with His 
gifts, sanctified and kept me in the 
true faith.” Man’s innate helplessness 
in spiritual matters has not changed. 
In spite of all advances in knowledge 
and technology, we today are no 
more able to find Christ by ourselves 
than was Saul of Tarsus. But like 
Saul, we can be gripped by the Holy 
Spirit and brought face to face with 
Christ. 


The Holy Spirit is indispensable for 
our faith. He deserves more of our 
attention and worship. 


FIVE 


Reprinted from “ The L 


of Nigeria. 


The Christian Attitude Towards Traditional Relig 


by the Rev. E. U. Exanem, Lutheran Seminary, Obot Idim. 


What is traditional religion? I wish we had satisfactory answer to 
question ; otherwise, I am afraid, we of this twentieth century would 
know our stand and what to be done about the various new forms of pagan 


that are being practised nowadays. 


By traditional religion we mean the religious beliefs, 
practices of our forefathers which have been handed down from one gent 
This religion is called “ 
it has no particular founder, no scriptures, no set of doctrines or formulé 
beliefs but forms, rituals and cults. 
“ fetishism.” 


tion to the other by tradition. 


“heathenism,” “ paganism,” or 
the words “ primitive,” “ archaic,” 

Besides the universal belief in a 
supreme god and his inveterate enemy 
the devil, our forefathers also had a 
strong belief in the existence of count- 
less spiritual beings and powers. The 
effect of such a belief is not negligible. 
For example, this belief is manifested 
in the pouring of libation (the sacri- 
ficial offering of food, wine, water, 
and blood) to the spirits or ghosts of 
the ancestors and deities. 

We have to realise that these beliefs 
and practices still play an important 
role in the life of our people. In many 
places sacrifices to the spirits of the 
ancestors are still performed. Dif- 
ferent kinds of “medicines” and 
“charms” are employed to protect 
oneself against the power of witch- 
craft and other evil spirits. Even 
though our country can no longer at 
present be described largely as 
heathen country, we-cannot dismiss 
the fact that majority of our Nigerian 
people are still living in constant 
dread and fear of death as a result of 
their strong belief in evil spirits and 
other unseen powers. Even among 
Christians some of these things are 
still of great importance. It is not an 
exaggeration to say that many Christ- 
ians in our country still hold to the 
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Lutheran Herald,’ organ of the Evangelical Lutheran Cha 


Some people use instead the ter 


or “ethnic.” 


customs, 


traditional” beca 


Others choose to qualify it 


without necessarily practising th 

What is the significance of us! 
cines”’ and “ 
these medicines and charms are | 
lieved to carry some power fré 
spirits or gods behind them thro 
the manipulation of the medicinem 
or witch-doctor. The spirits or g 


in ae to pass examinations © 
harm one’s enemy and many oth 
things. 

As Christians what are we to & 
about all this? Most Western Chrij 
ian missionaries want to say that t 
things do not exist at all and that th 
are mere superstitions. They may 
right to certain extent since the ope 
tion of these unseen powers cannom 
explained scientifically. 4 

But what does the Bible say? Ds 
it deny altogether the existence 
of these spirits and powers? The Bil 
has many references to Satan anc! 
host of other fallen angels. In # 
New Testament we have two i! 
portant answers to these questio®! 
First, it declares that many spirits a. 
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rs exist between heaven and 
(Compare 1 Cor. 8:5 and 
elO.e 21D 3 6 20)5 soeconds 
important than the existence of 
: spirits is the fact, that all these 
cs and powers are created, that is, 
are not “God” and they are all 
oelow the Triune God, Father 
and Holy Ghost. It means then 
this power is nothing compared 
the power of the Almighty and 
God in Jesus Christ, and there- 
these spirits cannot affect the 
istian who really believes and 
ts solely in Jesus Christ as his only 
d and Saviour. (Compare | Cor. 
be Eph. 1: 20 ff, Rom. 8: 30 £ ; 
fee: 15). 
Yn the basis of these facts we may 
a state the attitude of the Christ- 
towards traditional religion in the 
owing principles : 


We must realise that paganism 
lot on the wane nor passive and 
ffectual as it is supposed. Far from 
ng so, traditional religion is receiv- 

new impetus and taking new 
ms (e.g. many prophet-healing 
nes in our Eastern Nigeria). 
. We must by all means try to 
estigate to know and understand 
se traditional beliefs by contacting 
rtthodox pagans ”’ who can give us 

“original and unadulterated” 
cepts and practices of the tradi- 
val religion. We should not depend 
hearsay or take things for granted. 


. We must not despise or take 
jitional religion lightly but take 
se beliefs and practices of the 
rans and modern prophet-healers 
ously, remembering always that 
emonic powers are at work behind 
false worship of false gods though 
gods themselves are nothing.” 


We must re-examine ourselves 
| see whether we Christians in ahy 
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way also hold to these beliefs and 
practices and trust in spirits and 
powers which are in reality no God. 


5. We must realise that if we still 
trust in “ mediines”’ and “charms” 
and other satanic powers, it shows 
that our faith in Jesus Christ is so 
weak and small. Therefore we must 
confess our sins and pray for true 
faith in Jesus who is the Lord of all 
these powers and who alone can 
protect our life and make us prosper. 
If we really trust in Him, there can 
be no question for us to use, fear or 
honour other powers or spirits. 


6. We must oppose and expose 
the folly of all those who propagate 
these beliefs and use them on ignor- 
ant people and weak Christians to 
make much money or keep them in 
perpetual fear or dependence on 
them, namely, the diviners, sorcerers, 
occultists, “ prayer-ists,” etc. 


7. We must remember that only 
true faith in Christ can free people 
from fear of all spirits, medicines and 
charms, to make them dependent on 
Christ alone, and ready to serve Him 
and their fellowmen. We are Christ- 
ians, i.e. Christ-men. Our faith has 
put us under the sole Lordship of 
Christ. Now we are free men, free 
from fear and dominance of other 
powers. No spirit or god has any claim 
upon us or power over us. 


8. Finally, we must always realise 
that pagans or non-Christians are our 
brothers for whom Christ also died, 
although they may not know it. 
Therefore we should love them, 
confess our faith and trust in Jesus 
Christ before them so that they, by 
the grace of God, may also accept 
Him as their Saviour and be free 
from the bond of pagan beliefs and 
practice. 


SEVEN 


RALLIES, LECTURES, BROADCASTS, BROCHURE TO COMMEMO 
450th REFORMATION ANNIVERSARY 


ROMAN CATHOLIC PUBLISHER 
TO GIVE 1967 REFORMATION LECTURE 


Lectures by a Lutheran bishop and a 
Roman Catholic layman, a BBC Home 
Service broadcast, a brochure, and rallies 
in London’s St. Martins-in-the-Fields and 
in several other centres in the country will 
mark the 450th anniversary of the posting 
of the 95 Theses on the door of the Castle 


Church in Wittenberg—the act which, 
31 October 1517, sparked off the 
Reformation. 

The plans were announced in the 


Reformation Anniversary Committee at 
their meeting at the Lutheran Church 
House, Collingham Gardens, London, 
S.W.5, on Tuesday, 12 September. The 
Committee, representing all Lutheran 
churches in the United Kingdom, has been 
appointed to arrange and co-ordinate, not 
divine services, but other events to draw 
attention to the anniversary. In some 
places, with churches who are in pulpit 
and altar fellowship with each other, joint 
Reformation services will be held. The six- 
man inter-Lutheran Committee consists of 
the Rev. Stephen Bremer, chairman, Dr. 
Jaak Taul, the Rev. U. Hollm, the Rev. 
Floyd Bosch, secretary, Mr. E. F. R. Smith, 
and Dr. E. Geo. Pearce. 

“Luther and Vatican II” will be the 
title of the 15th annual Reformation 
Lecture at Luther-Tyndale Memorial 
Church, Kentish Town, N.W.5, on Thurs- 
day, 26 October, at 8 p.m. It will be 
delivered by Mr. John Todd, Roman 
Catholic writer and director of the pub- 
lishing firm, Darton Longmann & Todd, 
“T would try to say something,” Mr. 
Todd writes, ‘about how Luther’s initia- 
tive is now being to a great extent re-done 
in a very widespread .way within the 
Roman Catholic church.” He is the author 
of “ Martin Luther” and several other 
books. 

On Sunday, 22 October, ‘‘ World of 
Martin Luther,’ a film distributed by 
Concordia, will be televised in “ Meeting 
Point,” on B.B.C. 1, at 6.15 p.m. 

The BBC Home Service will broadcast 
on Sunday, 29 October, at 10.30 a.m. the 
Reformation service from St. Anne and 
St. Agnes, Gresham Street, E.C.2, the 14th 
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century City of London church which 
been leased to the Estonian and La 
Lutheran congregations. Dr. Hans L 
Bishop of the Lutheran Church of Hi 
over will be the preacher. 


afternoon, 29 October. Lutherans fron 
congregations in Greater London will) 
invited to attend. k 

On Reformation Day itself, 31 Octol 
a noon-day anniversary service will 
held at St. Dunstans-in-the-West, F 
Street, where, it is reported, Wil 
Tyndale, English reformer and transl 
of the Bible, preached. 

Although details are not yet to ha 
similar events marking the 450th y 
after the Reformation will take place 
Coventry, Bradford, Bristol, Gambrie? 
and Oxford. 


NEW COUNCILLORS APPOINTED 


The Rev. John Sims of Sunbury 
Mr. E. Nickless of Harlow have been 
opted by the Executive Council to fill 
positions left vacant in the Council by © 
resignations of Pastor Arnold Rakow, 
has accepted a call to East Kilbride. 
Scotland, and Mr. George Intemas 
treasurer, who has been transferred by 
firm to Buenos Aires in Argentina. 

At the meeting on 14 August, the Cow 
cil also agreed to adjust the salaries 
pastors and other workers it employs 
6%/ increase, retroactive to 1 July. T 
action carried out the resolution of 
December when the Council declared 
intent to make the adjustment based | 
the national Index of Wages as soon as 
six-month “ period of severe restrain 
which followed the ‘wage freeze” w 
over. The Council recommends to cong 
gations that they make the same adjw 
ment to their pastor’s salary. 

Discussed at great length in meetin 
on 6 June and 14 August were propos) 
by Valparaiso University of Indian 
U.S.A., to inaugurate at Westfield How 
Cambridge, an Overseas Study Pi 
gramme, beginning September 1967, t 
first contingent of 22 students arrivil 
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ry 1968. Valparaiso is a university 
sted with the Lutheran Church— 
ari Synod. Housing and other facili- 
ould be provided in Westfield House, 
nex, and in an adjoining property 
would need to be acquired. The 
mic programme would be in the 
of the University. Further discus- 
are taking place with Dr. Donald 
linger, Dean of the College of Arts 
sciences, who has already arrived in 
ridge. 
> Council also approved the request 
Lutheran Church in France to have 
f its ministerial students spend three 
as in an ELCE parish to gain ex- 
ice and knowledge of the ELCE 
vach to unchurched people. Mr. Marc 
lat of Paris will work in the Lutheran 
on at Liverpool, under the direction 
stor J. L. B. Cremer. 


ER CHANGES 
ie summer of 1967 has seen extensive 
zes in the ministry and in the parishes 
e ELCE. 

April, the Rev. R. Suckow resigned 
astorate at St. Timothys, Sunderland, 


to return to the United States for post- 
graduate study. 
On 28 May, Pastor Warren Fanning of 


East Kilbride was installed at St. 
Timothys. 

On 11 June, Mr. Evan Koch was 
ordained into the holy ministry at 


Redeemer, Harlow. During the summer 
he served at East Kilbride during the 
vacancy, and then assisted Pastor Heintz 
at Sheffield. In October, he will return 
to Cambridge to finish his degree. 

In July, two senior pastors who had 
served their London congregations ten 
years or more accepted calls into missions : 
the Rev. John Sims of Petts Wood to 
Sunbury-on-Thames, to begin in October, 


and the Rev. Arnold Rakow to East 
Kilbride. 
On 6 August, Pastor Barry Foerster, 


1967 graduate of Concordia Seminary, 


Springfield, was installed at Christ 
Lutheran, Petts Wood. 

On 3 September, the Rev. Frank 
Eberhart, 1967 Concordia Seminary, St. 
Louis, graduate, was installed at St. 
Andrews, Ruislip. 


On 10 September, the Rev. Arnold 
Rakow was inducted at East Kilbride. 


Our Churehes in the News 


sh Times, 
st 4th, 1967. 


MINISTER LEAVES 


he Rev. John Sims, of Petts Wood 
1eran Church, has left the area to start 
Ww mission in Sunbury on Thames. 
n Sunday he took a farewell service to 
mgregation of more than 100 people 
also confirmed five adults and per- 
ied two baptisms. 
1 the evening the congregation held a 
well party for him and welcomed the 
minister, the Rev. Barry Foerster, 
his wife from America. 
[r. Foerster will be installed on Sunday 
Yr. E. G. Pearce. The preacher at the 
ice will be Dr. Norman Nagel, Luth- 
Tutor at Cambridge. 
[r. Sims started his mission in Petts 
od 10 years ago. It was his first parish 
most of the work had to be done by 
self, his wife and a few helpers. 
ow the average attendance at the 
ch is well over 80. : 
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Both he and Mrs. Sims would miss the 


area, he remarked: “‘ My wife grew to like 
Petts Wood very much,” Mr. Sims added. 
He looked forward to starting a new mis- 
sion, but would always have fond mem- 
ories of Petts Wood. 


Kentish Times, 
August 11, 1967 


NEW PASTOR IS FROM ILLINOIS 


Members of the congregation of Petts 
Wood Lutheran Church welcomed an 
enthusiastic young man as their new pastor 
at the church on Sunday. 

He is the Rev. Barry C. Foerster, aged 
27, who takes charge of his first congre- 
gation, since his graduation from the 
Concordia Theological Seminary, Spring- 
field, Illinois, in the United States of 
America, in June. 

Mr. Foerster was born in Detroit, Michi- 
gan, where he was educated. He began 
studying engineering, then switched to 
liberal arts, gaining his B.A. degree in his- 
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tory. For a while he taught in a public 
school and while at this post he made the 
decision to go into the ministry. 

He graduated from the seminary and 
was ordained in July. He and his wife, 
Shirley Ann, who comes from Kansas, 
arrived in this country on July 27. Mrs. 
Foerster is a trained nurse. 

Mr. Foerster told the Kentish Times 
that when he arrived in England he did 
not expect to be given his own congrega- 
tion. He expected to work in an area 
where there was none—there are only 
about 13 such congregations in the whole 
of England. 

Mr. and Mrs. Foerster are already be- 
ginning to settle in to their new  sur- 
roundings. 

CONSIDERATE 

“People I have met have been very 
kind and considerate. They have gone out 
of their way to make us feel at home. We 
appreciate it very much,” Mr. Foerster 
told a Kentish Times reporter. 


Appleton Post-Crescent, U.S.A, 
Saturday, August 12, 1967 


“ERIC THE PIRATE’ 
LOSES NICKNAME 


BY HENRY SIMON 
Post-Crescent Staff Writer 

“Eric the Pirate’ has gone legitimate. 

The manager of the London branch 
office of the International Lutheran Hour 
probably is happy the nickname will dis- 
appear, since it has certain overtones 
not usually associated with a religious 
broadcaster. 

But at the same time he will miss the 
title, for it kindles a spark of interest in the 
listener which the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in England (ELCE) is seeking. 

The nickname is not the only unusual 
thing about Eric F. Smith of Barnet, Hert- 
fordshire, England, who visited Appleton 
recently for the first world conference of 
Lutheran Hour branch, managers. 


LARGEST IN BRITAIN 

In 15 years he has built Concordia Pub- 
lishing House Ltd. from a new operation 
into the largest distributor of religious 
films in the British Isles. 

He also did not hesitate to use so-called 

“pirate” radio stations off the British 
coast to broadcast the Lutheran Hour 
when Radio Luxembourg cancelled all 
English language religious programmes in 


TEN 


1966. This was the source of his 
name. 

The action virtually forced the 
eran Hour to use off-shore floating t 
miters Radio Caroline North and § 
in the Irish Sea. 

But the Broadcasting Offences 
which went into effect in July mat 
illegal for any British subject to p 
pate in or prepare programmes for? 
stations. All radio in Britain is goy 
ment controlled, so commercial staff 
had gone outside territorial water 
operate. 


DIDN’T DAUNT “ PIRATES ” 


The move did not daunt the “ pir 
station operators, who planned to ope 
with non-British ships and crews, 
made a difference for the ELCE. 3] 

‘“We have a responsibility as a Brg 
church,” Smith said. “ Up ’til now 
law has been ambiguous and the go 
ment was not on sure legal ground.” 
this has changed, and the Lutheran 
is a “ pirate’ programme no more. 

Since returning to Radio Luxembuf) 
impossible, the Lutheran Hour 
switched to Trans-World Radio in 
Carlo. 

This station will cover certain par} 
the British Isles not reached by the pe 
stations, but Trans-World Radio is 
known, and Smith foresees a lot of 
licity work necessary to bring the lis 
letter total from 300 back up to the 2 
which were being received each 
during programming on Luxembourg. 

Publicity work is nothing new for 
tiny ELCE, which consists of 1,500 
sons in 14 congregations and missions. 

“The average church-goer in Br 
doesn’t know the Lutheran Church ex-f 
Smith said. Yet the ELCE is proud 
spiritual heritage on British soil whil 
traces back to a charter granted in 
by King Charles IT. 

Smith notes that Lutherans thus a | 
the first non-Anglican church in- 
British Isles to receive government Bb 
nition. 

In the middle of a situation 
Smith sums up by say ing, “ Christian 
Britain is decreasing,” the secretary a | 
executive council of ELCE adds, “ W: 
admired for our doctrinal stand, and | 
always had good co-operation from « 
churches.” 

Smith replies to questions of pros 
izing in what often is presumed to 
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nally Angelical or Episcopalian 
_ @m by noting the 90 per cent. of the 
‘vv @ilation — 45 million persons — are 
ul @ urched. 
and is among these unchurched that 
‘/E concentrates its efforts. “ We can- 
‘i@ ignore the situation,’ Smith said. The 
) i@§.eran Hour promotion by ELCE shows 
# not being ignored. 


“,HILDREN AT SCHOOL... 
a IN THE HOLIDAYS 


ntry Evening Telegraph, 

resday, August 23, 1967 
5’ xty Coventry children are eagerly 
“§ g to school this week—during the last 
y@ of their summer holidays. 

hey are attending Bible study and 

dicraft classes at the Lutheran Church 
, astern Green Road. 
ye astor Roger Winger said that two tents 
gle been pitched in the grounds of his 
(urch to take overflow classes. 


FROM KANSAS 


unday school teachers and parents are 
jifoing with the holiday school. 
in) he four children of the Canadian-born 
, Winger are among the pupils. 
jis0oks and handicraft materials were 
)e(@: for the school from a church at Vassar, 
) asas, where Mr. Winger’s father- 


ifaw, Pastor Walter Lebien, is minister. 
‘I think the school has been very suc- 
sful,” said Mr. Winger. 


Yesterdays 
TWENTY YEARS AGO-September 1947 


Special meeting of Luther-Tyndale Voters’ 
Assembly to deal with request of Latvian 
Lutherans to use the church for services: 
result of ballot vote—26 for, | against... 
“Banner,” monthly magazine for Sunday 
School children, begins . . . Harvest Festi- 
val offerings on 28 September at both Holy 
Trinity and Luther-Tyndale donated to 
local hospitals. 


TEN YEARS AGO—September 1957 


Miss Charlotte Lawton is appointed by the 
Executive Council for full-time ELCE 
service .. . from 1951-57, she had served 
as office-secretary of the Lutheran Council 
of Great Britain... The Rev. Norman 
Nagel, Luther-Tyndale pastor, assumes re- 
sponsibility for setting up a theological 
training programme in Cambridge, in pre- 
paration for which he begins advanced 
theological study at the University leading, 
it is hoped, to a Ph.D. by 1960... calls 
by Luther-Tyndale go to Pastor John Sims 
of Petts Wood and to Pastor Harold Hecht 
of Milwaukee, who served 1948-49, as vicar 
in London, but both calls were declined 

. the County Borough of Sunderland 
agree to sell a one-acre site in the new 
Grindon housing area to the ELCE... 
CEF receipts for the first eight months of 
1957 total £9,828 CEF Committee 
issues new booklet entitled ‘“ Twenty 
Questions.” 


CHURCH EXTENSION FUND 


(For seven months, February-August) 


Loans Donations Total 
h ey KENTISH TOWN £1,365 £54 £1,419 
yd TOTTENHAM 357 86 443 
vi RUISLIP 972 3 975 
if SUNDERLAND 329 16 345 
PETTS WOOD 519 4 523 
us BOREHAM WOOD 176 1 187 
i CARDIFF 484 4 488 
tn CAMBRIDGE 13 0 13 
HARLOW 136 0 136 
: PLYMOUTH 175 0 175 
ie EAST KILBRIDE 190 0 190 
7 COVENTRY 122 3 125 
aT SHEFFIELD 120 0 120 
LIVERPOOL 87 0 87 
id POLISH LUTHERANS 302 0 302 
mf OTHERS 453 66 519 
03 Grand Total £5,800 £247 £6,047 
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Walter Jenn Ltd.. 203 Royal College Street, London, N.W 1. 


Greater London 
Kentish Town 
LUTHER-TYNDALE 


Leighton Crescent, Kentish Town, 
London N.W.5S 

Sunday Services: 10.30 and 6.30 
The Rev. Floyd Bosch 

36 Leaside Avenue, 

Muswell Hill, 

London, N.10 

Telephone: 01-883 1752 


Tottenham 
HOLY TRINITY 


Antill Road, South Tottenham, 
London N.15 

Sunday Services: 11 and 6.30 
The Rev. M. Brammeier 

61 Walpole Road, 

London N.17 

Tel.: O1-888 0436 


Ruislip 

ST. ANDREWS 

Whitby Road and Queens Walk, 
Ruislip 

Sunday Services: 11 and 6.30 
Telephone: 01-866 2703 

The Rev. Frank Eberhart 
394 Victoria Road, 

South Ruislip, Middlesex 
Telephone: 01-845 4242 


Petts Wood 
CHRIST CHURCH 


Poverest Road, Petts Wood 
Sunday Service: 11 
Telephone: Orpington 22340 
The Rev. Barry Foerster 

219 Poverest Road, 

Petts Wood, Orpington, Kent. 
Telephone: Orpington 22340 


Boreham Wood 
ST. PAULS 


Furzehill Road and Cranes Way, 
Boreham Wood 

Sunday Services: 10 and 6.30 
The Rev. W. P. Borgas 

18 Cranes Way, 

Boreham Wood, Herts. 
Telephone: 01-953 3308 


Sunbury-on-Thames 
LUTHERAN MISSION 
Groveley Road, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex. 
Sunday Service: 6.30 

The Rev. John Sims 

139 Groveley Road, 
Sunbury-on-Thames, Middlesex. 
Telephone: 01-890 1770 


Harlow 
REDEEMER 


Bush Fair, Tye Green, Harlow, Essex 


Sunday Service: 

The Rev. V. H. Henni 
Redeemer Lutheran Church, 
Bushfair, Harlow, Essex. 
Telephone: 02796-23870 


DIRECTORY 


Cambridge 
RESURRECTION 

Abbey Church, Newmarket Road, 
Cambridge 

Sunday Service: 10 

The Rey. William Gittner 


3 Maners Way, Cambridge 
Telephone: 0223-46190 


Sunderland 
ST. TIMOTHYS 


Queen Alexandra Road, Sunderland 
Sunday Service: 6.30 


The Rev. Warren Fanning 
6 Nursery Close, Sunderland, 
Co. Durham 


Telephone: 0783-67405 


Plymouth 
ST. PETERS 


Larkham Lane and The Dell, 
Plympton, Plymouth 
Sunday Service: 6.30 


The Rey. Robert Bruer 
32 The Dell, 

Plympton, Plymouth 
Telephone: 0752-36240 


Liverpool 
LUTHERAN MISSION 


Rockbourne Ave. & Quickswood Drive, 
Gateacre, Liverpool 25 

Sunday Service: 6.30 

Telephone: 051-428 4560 


The Rev. J. L. B. Cremer 
3 Hathaway Close, 
Gateacre, Liverpool 25 
Telephone: 051-428 5420 


Coventry 
LUTHERAN MISSION 


Eastern Green Rd. & Alspath Lane, 
Coventry 
Sunday Service: 6.30 


The Rev. R. E. Winger 

25 Tilewood Avenue, Broad Lane, 
Coventry 

Telephone: 0203-64273 


Sheffield 
LUTHERAN MISSION 


St. Aidans Avenue, 
Norfolk Park, Sheffield, 2 
Telephone: 0742-79364 
Sunday Service: 6.30 
The Rev. N. H. Heintz, 
4 Holdings Road, 
Sheffield 2, Yorks. 
Telephone: 0742-29373 


Cardiff (Wales) 
LUTHERAN MISSION 
St. Fagan’s Road and Doyle Avenue 


Fairwater, Cardiff 
Sunday Service: 6.30 


The Rev. R. Feuerhahn 
67 Doyle Avenue, Fairwater, Cardiff 
Telephone: 0222-71911 


East Kilbrid 
Glasgow (Scotland) 
LUTHERAN MISSI 


Westwood Hill, Westw 
East Kilbride, Glasgow 
Sunday Service: 11 
Telephone: 0335-2 262 
The Rev. Arnold Rakow 
22 New Plymouth, Wes 
East Kilbride, Glasgow 
Telephone: 0335-2 2395 


CENTRAL OFFICES 
Concordia House, 
117/123 Golden Lane, 
London E.C.1 
Telephone: 01-253 888 
Telegrams and Cables: — 
LUTHERAN, London, 


The Rev. E. Geo, Pearce 
Avalon, 21 Mayfield Roa 
Weybridge, Surrey 

Telephone: Weybridge 
Office: 01-253 8885 


THEOLOGICAL 

TRAINING CENTR 
WESTFIELD HOUSE, 
28 Huntingdon Road, 
Telephone: 0223-54331 
The Rev. N. Nagel ( Prec 
35 Thornton Way, Girto 
Cambridge | 
Telephone: 0223-76078 / 


Q 
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CONCORDIA PUBLISHIIf 
HOUSE LTD. 
CONCORDIA FILMS 
THE LUTHERAN HOUR: 
LUTHERAN INFORMATII 
SERVICE 
117/123 Golden Lane, 
London E.C.1 
Telephone: 01-253 888% 
24 hour recording servic 
Telephone: 01-253 4716 
Telegrams and Cables: 
LUTHERAN, London, I 
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